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Negritude has been defined by Léopold Sédar Senghor as "the sum of the cultural values of the black world
as they are expressed in the life, the institutions, and the works of black men." Sylvia Washington Bâ
analyzes Senghor's poetry to show how the concept of negritude infuses it at every level. A biographical
sketch describes his childhood in Senegal, his distinguished academic career in France, and his election as
President of Senegal.

Themes of alienation and exile pervade Senghor's poetry, but it was by the opposition of his sensitivity and
values to those of Europe that he was able to formulate his credo. Its key theme, and the supreme value of
black African civilization, is the concept of life forces, which are not attributes or accidents of being, but the
very essence of being. Life is an essentially dynamic mode of being for the black African, and it has been
Senghor's achievement to communicate African intensity and vitality through his use of the nuances,
subtleties, and sonorities of the French language.

In the final chapter Sylvia Washington Bâ discusses the future of Senghor's belief that the black man's
culture should be recognized as valid not simply as a matter of human justice, but because the values of
negritude could be instrumental in the reintegration of positive values into western civilization and the
reorientation of contemporary man toward life and love.

Originally published in 1973.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions
preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and
hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly
heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Mullinax:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book The Concept of Negritude in the Poetry of
Leopold Sedar Senghor (Princeton Legacy Library) has been making you to know about other understanding
and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide The Concept of
Negritude in the Poetry of Leopold Sedar Senghor (Princeton Legacy Library) is not only giving you a lot
more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book The Concept of Negritude in the
Poetry of Leopold Sedar Senghor (Princeton Legacy Library). You never truly feel lose out for everything in
case you read some books.

David Otten:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Concept of Negritude in the
Poetry of Leopold Sedar Senghor (Princeton Legacy Library) book because this book offers you rich details
and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Sheila Kilburn:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense
happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The The Concept of Negritude in the
Poetry of Leopold Sedar Senghor (Princeton Legacy Library) is kind of guide which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Sandra Black:

This book untitled The Concept of Negritude in the Poetry of Leopold Sedar Senghor (Princeton Legacy
Library) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order
it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide
from your list.
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