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Can science and art find common ground? Are scientific and artistic quests mutually exclusive? In this new
book, neuroscientist Eric Kandel, whose interests span the fields of science and art, explores how
reductionism—the distillation of larger scientific or aesthetic concepts into smaller, more tractable
ideas—has been used by scientists and artists alike to pursue their respective truths. Their common use of
reductionist strategies demonstrates how science can inform the way we experience a work of art and seek to
understand its meaning. Kandel draws on his Nobel Prize-winning work studying the neurobiological
underpinnings of learning and memory in the humble sea slug, whose simple brain helps illuminate the
complex workings of higher animal minds. He extends these findings to the complexities of human
perception, which uses bottom-up sensory and top-down cognitive functions to perceive the world and to
appreciate and understand works of art.

At the heart of this book is an elegant elucidation of the pivotal contribution of reductionism to modern art’s
extraordinary evolution and to its role in a monumental shift in artistic perspective. Reductionism was a
driving force in the transition from figurative art to the first explorations of abstract art in the works of
Turner, Monet, Kandinsky, Schoenberg, and Mondrian. Kandel explains how the New York School of
Pollock, de Kooning, Rothko, Louis, Turrell, and Flavin arrived at their particular forms of abstract
expressionism in the postwar era, and concludes with Katz, Warhol, Close, and Sandback, who built upon
the advances of the New York School to reimagine figurative and minimal art. Featuring captivating
drawings of the brain alongside full-color reproductions of modern art masterpieces, this book brings science
and art into closer relation.
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From reader reviews:

David Wolverton:

Reductionism in Art and Brain Science: Bridging the Two Cultures can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Reductionism in
Art and Brain Science: Bridging the Two Cultures yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Donna Hubbard:

The book untitled Reductionism in Art and Brain Science: Bridging the Two Cultures contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by
famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site and also order it. Have a nice read.

David Mathews:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended for your requirements is Reductionism in Art and Brain Science: Bridging the Two
Cultures this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all
of you.

Jason Nimmons:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Reductionism in Art and Brain Science:
Bridging the Two Cultures can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have
issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Reductionism in Art and Brain



Science: Bridging the Two Cultures.
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