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Whenever a major earthquake strikes or a hurricane unleashes its fury, the devastating results fill our
television screens and newspapers. Mary C. Comerio is interested in what happens in the weeks and months
after such disasters, particularly in the recovery of damaged housing.

Through case studies of six recent urban disasters—Hurricane Hugo in South Carolina, Hurricane Andrew in
Florida, the Loma Prieta and Northridge earthquakes in California, as well as earthquakes in Mexico City
and Kobe, Japan—Comerio demonstrates that several fundamental factors have changed in contemporary
urban disasters. The foremost change is in scale, and as more Americans move to the two coasts, future
losses will continue to be formidable because of increased development in these high-hazard areas.
Moreover, the visibility of disasters in the news media will assure that response efforts remain highly
politicized. And finally, the federal government is now expected to be on the scene with personnel,
programs, and financial assistance even as private insurance companies are withdrawing disaster coverage
from homeowners in earthquake- and hurricane-prone regions.

Demonstrating ways that existing recovery systems are inadequate, Comerio proposes a rethinking of what
recovery means, a comprehensive revision of the government's role, and more equitable programs for
construction financing. She offers new criteria for a housing recovery policy as well as real financial
incentives for preparedness, for limiting damage before disasters occur, and for providing a climate where
private insurance can work. Her careful analysis makes this book important reading for policymakers,
property owners, and anyone involved in disaster mitigation.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Williams:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Disaster Hits Home: New Policy for Urban Housing
Recovery as the daily resource information.

Lori Thomas:

The book Disaster Hits Home: New Policy for Urban Housing Recovery has a lot details on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author
makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after looking over this book.

Margaret Holt:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time to be
learn. Disaster Hits Home: New Policy for Urban Housing Recovery can be your answer because it can be
read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Jennifer Barton:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Disaster Hits Home: New Policy for Urban Housing
Recovery or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you
feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication,
any other book likes Disaster Hits Home: New Policy for Urban Housing Recovery to make your spare time
far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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