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Here are graceful and timeless poems by one of Japan's greatest modern writers, rendered by a master
translator. Masaoka Shiki (1867-1902) is credited with modernizing Japan's two traditional verse forms,
haiku and tanka. Born at atime of social and cultural change in Japan, Shiki welcomed the new influences
from the West and responded to them by reinvigorating the native haiku and tanka forms. He freed them
from outdated conventions, made them viable for artistic expression in modern Japan, and paved the way for
the haiku to become one of his nation's most influential cultural exports.

Burton Watson's excellent introduction explores the course of Shiki's life: his poverty-stricken childhood, his
early lovefor literature, his education, and his work as a haiku editor for the newspaper Nippon, and as a
correspondent during the Sino-Japanese war. Watson details Shiki's long struggle with tuberculosis and its
poignant expression in his poetry. Confined to bed for months before his death, Shiki continued to devote his
energiesto literary pursuits: writing poems and critical essays, and joining with friends and followers who
gathered in his sickroom to discuss literature. He died afew weeks before his thirty-fifth birthday. These
poems?more than a hundred haiku, several tanka, and three kanshi?are arranged chronologically within each
genre, revealing the development of Shiki's art and the seamless way in which he wove hislife and illness
into his poetry.
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From reader reviews:
Cornelius Callaghan:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Masaoka Shiki book is readable by ssmply you who hate the
perfect word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving Masaoka Shiki
content conveys thinking easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the information but it just different available asit. So, do you still thinking Masaoka Shiki is not loveable to
be your top record reading book?

Bradford Padgett:

This book untitled Masaoka Shiki to be one of several books that best seller in this year, hereis because
when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in
the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So thereis no
reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Henry Baker:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games al day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here islook different you can read a
new book. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours aday to
reading a e-book. The book Masaoka Shiki it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of those who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mOore easily to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

David Cormier:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Masaoka Shiki can give you alot of friends
because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great folks. So, why hesitate? L et's have Masaoka Shiki.
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