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An Anglican priest hands out brass knuckles to his congregation, preparing to battle anti-Christmas fanatics.
Fascists insist that the Winter Solstice is the real Christmas, while Communists stage atheist musicals outside
of churches on Christmas Eve. Activists vandalize shops that start touting the holiday in October and anti-
consumerists sing parody carols in shopping malls. Is there a war on Christmas? As Gerry Bowler
demonstrates in Christmas in the Crosshairs, there is and always has been a war, or several wars, on
Christmas.

A cherished global phenomenon, Christmas is the biggest single event on the planet. For Christians it is the
second-most sacred date on the calendar, but it also engages billions of people who are caught up in its
commercialism, music, sentiment, travel, and frenetic busyness. Since its controversial invention in the
Roman Empire, Christmas has struggled with paganism, popular culture, and fierce Christian opposition;
faced abolition in Scotland and New England; and braved neglect and near-death in the 1700s, only to be
miraculously reinvented in the 1800s. The twentieth century saw it banned by Bolsheviks and twisted by
Nazis. Since then, special interest groups of every stripe have used the holiday's massive popularity to draw
attention to their causes.

Christmas in the Crosshairs tells the story of the tug-of-war over Christmas, replete with cross-dressing
priests, ranting Puritans, and atheist witches. In this eye-opening history of Christmas and its opponents from
the beginning up to the present day, Bowler gives us a shocking, and richly entertaining, new look at the
tradition we thought we knew so well.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Coghlan:

The book Christmas in the Crosshairs: Two Thousand Years of Denouncing and Defending the World's Most
Celebrated Holiday can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Christmas in the Crosshairs: Two Thousand Years of
Denouncing and Defending the World's Most Celebrated Holiday? Several of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try
to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book Christmas in the Crosshairs: Two Thousand Years of Denouncing
and Defending the World's Most Celebrated Holiday has simple shape however you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Wendy Kroll:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Christmas in the Crosshairs: Two
Thousand Years of Denouncing and Defending the World's Most Celebrated Holiday is our recommendation
to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Hattie Robb:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Christmas in the Crosshairs: Two Thousand Years of
Denouncing and Defending the World's Most Celebrated Holiday as the daily resource information.

Rod Reese:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to



improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is
this Christmas in the Crosshairs: Two Thousand Years of Denouncing and Defending the World's Most
Celebrated Holiday.
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