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Mirrors is one of Nobel laureate Naguib Mahfouz's more unusual works. First published in serialized form in
the Egyptian television magazine, it consists of a series of vignettes of characters from a writer's life -- a
writer very like Mahfouz himself. And accompanying each vignette is a portrait of the character by a friend
of the author, the renowned Alexandrian artist Seif Wanli.

Through each vignette -- whether of a lifelong friend, a sometime adversary, or a childhood sweetheart -- not
only is that one character described but much light is thrown on other characters already familiar or yet to be
encountered, as well as on the narrator himself, who we come to know well through the mirrors of his world
of acquaintances.

At the same time, Mirrors also reflects the recent history of Egypt, its political movements, its leaders, its
wars, and its peace, all of which affect the lives of friends and enemies and of the narrator himself. As the
translator writes in his introduction, "the narrator's acquaintances from childhood, schooldays, and civil
service career take him from the lofty heights of intellectual salons to the seamy squalor of brothels and drug
dens; from the dreams of youth and nationalistic ideals to the sobering realities of post-revolutionary society
and clashing economic and political values."

The apparently simple but penetrating portraits by Seif Wanli add an extra, distinctive dimension to this
already intriguing book. They originally appeared with the serialized texts in the television magazine, but
were omitted when the book was first published in 1972, and were also omitted when the English translation
first appeared in 1977. Now, in this special edition, the pictures and the complete text appear together for the
first time.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Dubois:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Mirrors is kind of guide which
is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Ashley Staley:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for your requirements is Mirrors this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world
now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly,
that is why this book suitable all of you.

Alberto Redden:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Mirrors can be the reply, oh how comes? The
new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Charles Moreno:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Mirrors can make you really feel more interested to read.
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