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In thisfirst comprehensive study of the effect of Lucretius's De rerum natura on Florentine thought in the
Renaissance, Alison Brown demonstrates how L ucretius was used by Florentine thinkers?earlier and more
widely than has been supposed?to provide aradical critique of prevailing orthodoxies.

To answer the question of why ordinary Florentines were drawn to this recently discovered text, despite its
threat to orthodox Christian belief, Brown tracks interest in it through three humanists?the most famous of
whom was Machiavelli?all working not as philologists but as practical administrators and teachersin the
Florentine chancery and university. Interpreting their direct use of Lucretius within the context of mercantile
Florence, Brown highlights three dangerous themes that had particular appeal: Lucretius's attack on
superstitious religion and an afterlife; his pre-Darwinian theory of evolution; and his atomism, with its theory
of free will and the chance creation of the world.

The humanists' challenge to established beliefs encouraged the growth of a"Lucretian network™ of younger,
politically disaffected Florentines. Brown thus adds a missing dimension to our understanding of the
"revolution" in sixteenth-century political thinking, as she enriches our definition of the Renaissancein a
context of newly discovered worlds and new social networks.
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From reader reviews:
Jacquelyn Lopez:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for usto learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Return of Lucretius to Renaissance Florence (I Tatti Studiesin
Italian Renaissance History).

Vickie Hintz:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. Asyou may
know that book is very important normally. The book The Return of Lucretius to Renaissance Florence (I
Tatti Studiesin Italian Renaissance History) was making you to know about other know-how and of course
you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book The Return of Lucretiusto
Renaissance Florence (I Tatti Studiesin Italian Renaissance History) is not only giving you far more new
information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read
your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book The Return of Lucretius to Renaissance
Florence (I Tatti Studiesin Italian Renaissance History). Y ou never sense lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Ross Turner:

Often the book The Return of Lucretius to Renaissance Florence (I Tatti Studiesin Italian Renaissance
History) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author styleto clarify theideais very
unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Return of

L ucretius to Renaissance Florence (I Tatti Studiesin Italian Renaissance History) is much recommended to
you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the
book.

Russell Thomas;

The reserve with title The Return of Lucretius to Renaissance Florence (I Tatti Studiesin Italian Renaissance
History) contains alot of information that you can study it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after read this
book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This
kind of book will bring you in new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so
you can read the item anywhere you want.
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