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There is an important if largely unremarked diversity within African Christianity; on the one hand, an
enchanted Christianity that views the world as pervaded by spiritual forces, and on the other a disenchanted
Christianity that discounts them.

An enchanted Christian sees his glorious destiny threatened by witches, spirits, and ancestral curses.
Churches catering for this worldview lay bare the workings of this spirit world, and this enchanted
imagination, along with the prosperity gospel, and emphasis on the pastor's "anointing," are the principal
characteristics of much African Pentecostalism.

Gifford argues that the enchanted religious imagination militates against development by encouraging fear
and distrust, diminishing human responsibility and agency, and downplaying functional rationality. The
prosperity gospel of "covenant wealth from tithes and offerings" is the antithesis of Weber's Protestant ethic;
and to magnify the person of the pastor is to perpetuate the curse of the "Big Man".

Official Catholicism, totally disenchanted and long associated with schools and hospitals, is now involved in
development, from microfinance to election monitoring, from conflict resolution to human rights. This
"NGO-ization of Catholicism," made almost inevitable by funding from secular donors like the EU and UN,
even if defended theologically, comes at the price of failing to address the "religious" needs of so many
African Christians.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Fleenor:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Christianity, Development and Modernity In Africa book is readable by simply
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with
Christianity, Development and Modernity In Africa content conveys thinking easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you still
thinking Christianity, Development and Modernity In Africa is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?

Tina McKinney:

The particular book Christianity, Development and Modernity In Africa has a lot of information on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Brain West:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Christianity, Development and Modernity In
Africa book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing
skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Christianity, Development and Modernity
In Africa as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't
evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Christopher Jorge:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Christianity, Development and Modernity In
Africa can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Christianity,
Development and Modernity In Africa.
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