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This book was originally published in 1986. It is reprinted here with a new foreword, extensive postscript
detailing developments in the field since publication and a selection of more recent literature references. A
recent excursion on the web in search of "compositional data" produced over 3000 entries within a great
variety of disciplines. In agriculture, land use compositions; in archaeology, chemical compositions of
ceramics; in developmental biology, shape analysis relating (head, trunk, leg) compositions to height; in
economics, household budget patterns; in environometrics, pollutant compositions; in geology, major oxide
compositions of rocks and sediment (sand, silt, clay) compositions; in literary studies, sentence
compositions; in manufacturing, global car production compositions; in medicine, blood, urine and renal
calculi compositions; in ornithology, plumage and artefact colour compositions of the greater bower bird and
sea bird time budgets; in palaeontology, zonal pollen compositions; in psephology, US Presidential election
voting proportions; in psychology and sociology, time budgets of various groups; in waste disposal studies,
waste compoasition. There can be little doubt that appropriate stetistical analysis of such compositionsisa
requirement of many problems in many disciplines. This book provides a clear and systematic account of
statistical methods designed to meet the special needs of the compositional data analyst. From the motivation
of anumber of practical examples from different disciplines and from are-examination of the difficulties
inherent in the inappropriate standard methods, the author argues that any successful statistical methodol ogy
must be based on the simple perception that only the relative magnitudes of the components of a composition
matter, not their absolute values. "All along Aitchison motivates his mathematics by showing how it can
answer the real questions of scientists. . . An enthralling instance of statistics at the service of modern
science." The Times Higher Education Supplement "This book is the definitive work initsareaand islikely
to be the standard reference for decades to come." Mathematical Reviews "This splendid monograph
develops sensible models for distributions on ssimplexes." Journal of the Royal Statistical Society "It isvery
well written and provides the only unified approach in existence to the analysis of compositional data."
International Statistical Institute
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From reader reviews:
Steven Bemis:

With other case, little persons like to read book The Statistical Analysis of Compositional Data. Y ou can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading abook. Aslong as we know about how isimportant any book
The Statistical Analysis of Compositional Data. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we can easily open abook or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou can
utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Rubye Carter:

The Statistical Analysis of Compositional Data can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer
giving hislher effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Statistical Analysis of
Compositional Data however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Teresa Bradshaw:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, and soon. The The Statistical Analysis of Compositional Data will give you a new experience in
examining a book.

Aaron Edgington:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Statistical Analysis of
Compositional Data which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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