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“Explores a large area of repertory that lies beyond the basic, with considerable attention paid to
American opera, but includes also the less familiar operas of Rossini, Verdi, Massenet, and Wagner.
Freeman has organized his material in fastidious though not excessive detail and presents it in a down-
to-earth, conversational manner. His highly informative essays on the composers are particularly
valuable.” ?George Jellinek

The opera-goer's indispensable guide. About to see Rossini’s William Tell, Verdi’s I Lombardi, Gluck’s
Alceste, Philzner’s Palestrina, Britten’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream? The stories of these operas and 120
others are told, clearly and concisely, in this companion volume to the highly successful Metropolitan Open
Stories of the Great Operas. Opera News associate editor John W. Freeman untangles and summarizes the
often complicated plots and provides, in addition, an informative biographical sketch of each composer,
world and U.S. premiere dates, lists of characters, and other background information. The works included
here are selected from the repertory of European and American opera companies. They span more than three
and one-half centuries, from Monteverdi’s Il Ritorno d’Ulisse in Patria (1640) to Philip Glass’s The Voyage
(1992), and are set in venues as diverse as the legendary Palace of Time (Lully’s Atys) and twentieth-century
Manhattan (Anthony Davis’s X: The Life and Times of Malcolm X). The operas are arranged alphabetically
by composer and indexed by all the usual versions of the title (e.g., Der Zigeunerbaron, The Gypsy Baron).
Published jointly by the Metropolitan Opera Guild and W. W. Norton, the book is not only a most valuable
resource but also, as Beverly Sills notes in her foreword, immense fun just to read.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Wright:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Metropolitan Opera Stories of the Great Operas, Volume
2 book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange
for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer involving The Metropolitan Opera Stories of the Great Operas, Volume 2 content conveys the idea
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different such as it. So , do you still thinking The Metropolitan Opera Stories of the Great Operas, Volume 2
is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Jennifer Garrison:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is
The Metropolitan Opera Stories of the Great Operas, Volume 2 this reserve consist a lot of the information
on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes
this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

William Leone:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Metropolitan Opera Stories of the Great
Operas, Volume 2 can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than
the others?

Timothy Wrobel:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Metropolitan Opera Stories of the Great
Operas, Volume 2 to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a
book and go through it. Beside that the book The Metropolitan Opera Stories of the Great Operas, Volume 2
can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these
time.
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