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Shopping for Japanese antiques and folkcraft presents intriguing, yet mystifying choices. Kotatsu, futon
covers, furoshiki, ran ma, unusual pieces of porcelain...so many things uniquely Japanese. The categories are
broad and the choices, inviting. Gradually, the collector mentally sorts things out, learns the purpose and
potential of various objects, and makes selections appropriate for the Western home. Peggy Rao and Jean
Mahoney telescope the learning process by showing how some foreign residents in Tokyo have incorporated
77 different kinds of antiques and folkcraft into their Western homes. Each instance is inventive, since every
photograph shows a Japanese object used in a different role from its original function. A hibachi becomes a
display chest, narrow yukata fabric becomes an ingenious window decoration, a bamboo screen conceals a
TV. Some acquisitions are inexpensive solutions to decorating problems. Some reflect the expertise of the
professional designers whose own homes are included in the photographs. Some are total transformations,
inspired by various Japanese art forms. Toshiaki Sakuma's artistic photographs, taken in 45 different homes,
capture the beauty of this West-East merger in interior design. Many of the items photographed have
disappeared from everyday life in Japan. Some are puzzles even to the Japanese under the age of 50. The
accompanying text reveals the background of all the objects shown, and suggests why they might be worth
acquiring from an artistic point of view. The book becomes not only a shopping guide, but also an
introductory overview to the Japanese culture for visitors, residents and anyone, anywhere, interested in
Japanese treasures. Turning the pages, the reader finds aesthetic ways to turn kimono into wall hangings,
nine different uses for an obi besides wearing one, a good reason to look through piles of work garments at
open markets, and the answer to why there are so many wooden fish on long poles in antique stores. Certain
craft processes are explained, along with the symbolism of such recurring design motifs as the pine, plum
and bamboo. The authors also provide an up-to-date list of shopping sources for antiques and folkcraft in
Japan, the United States and Canada.
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From reader reviews:

John Casale:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Japanese Accents in
Western Interiors suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular
book untitled Japanese Accents in Western Interiorsis a single of several books which everyone read now.
That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Virginia Mack:

The book with title Japanese Accents in Western Interiors has a lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist
in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how
the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can
read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Aubrey Newsome:

Japanese Accents in Western Interiors can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Japanese Accents in Western Interiors
but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
considering.

Regina Wingler:

The book untitled Japanese Accents in Western Interiors contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly
not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the
new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.
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