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The telephone looms large in our lives, as ever present in modern societies as cars and television. Claude
Fischer presents the first social history of this vital but little-studied technology—how we encountered,
tested, and ultimately embraced it with enthusiasm. Using telephone ads, oral histories, telephone industry
correspondence, and statistical data, Fischer's work is a colorful exploration of how, when, and why
Americans started communicating in this radically new manner.

Studying three California communities, Fischer uncovers how the telephone became integrated into the
private worlds and community activities of average Americans in the first decades of this century. Women
were especially avid in their use, a phenomenon which the industry first vigorously discouraged and then
later wholeheartedly promoted. Again and again Fischer finds that the telephone supported a wide-ranging
network of social relations and played a crucial role in community life, especially for women, from
organizing children's relationships and church activities to alleviating the loneliness and boredom of rural
life.

Deftly written and meticulously researched, America Calling adds an important new chapter to the social
history of our nation and illuminates a fundamental aspect of cultural modernism that is integral to
contemporary life.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Pendergrass:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This America Calling: A Social
History of the Telephone to 1940 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Robert Lyman:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to reading
a publication. The book America Calling: A Social History of the Telephone to 1940 it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read
this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

You can obtain this America Calling: A Social History of the Telephone to 1940 by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try
to choose proper ways for you.

Marilyn Calhoun:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book America Calling: A Social History of the
Telephone to 1940 was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book America Calling:
A Social History of the Telephone to 1940 has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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