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Poetry. This anthology presents a group of writers and a literary phenomenon that has been unknown even to
Russian readers for 70 years, obfuscated by historical amnesia. Gennady Gor, Pavel Zaltsman, Dmitry
Maksimov, Sergey Rudakov, and Vladimir Sterligov wrote these works in 1942, during the most severe
winter of the Nazi Siege of Leningrad (1941-1944). In striking contrast to state-sanctioned, heroic
"Blockade" poetry in which the stoic body of the exemplary citizen triumphs over death, the poems gathered
here show the Siege individual (blokadnik) as a weak and desperate incarnation of Job. These poets wrote in
situ about the famine, disease, madness, cannibalism, and prostitution around them—subjects so tabooed in
those most-Soviet times that they would never think of publishing. Moreover, the formal ambition and
macabre avant-gardism of this uncanny body of work match its horrific content, giving birth to a "poor"
language which alone could reflect the depth of suffering and psychological destruction experienced by
victims of that historical disaster.

Polina Barskova, a Russian- language poet and scholar of the Siege, edited this volume from archival
materials, and provided guidance to the translators of the poems: Anand Dibble, Ben Felker-Quinn, Ainsley
Morse, Eugene Ostashevsky, Rebekah Smith, Charles Swank, Jason Wagner, and Matvei Yankelevich.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Liller:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Written in the Dark: Five Poets in the Siege of Leningrad book is readable by
simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding
Written in the Dark: Five Poets in the Siege of Leningrad content conveys objective easily to understand by
most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do
you continue to thinking Written in the Dark: Five Poets in the Siege of Leningrad is not loveable to be your
top listing reading book?

Elida Allman:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the publication untitled Written in the Dark: Five Poets in the Siege of Leningrad can be
good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Avril Morris:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Written in the Dark: Five Poets in the Siege of Leningrad this reserve
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why
is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all
of you.

Ann Yoho:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Written in the Dark: Five Poets in the
Siege of Leningrad can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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