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The book Why Did You Come If You Leave Again? is an ethnographer’s personal account of the five years
he spent in one of the remotest parts of Africa. In the author’s comprehensive monograph (eight volumes
published by Schwabe) about the Anyuak, a little-known tribe in South Sudan, there was no space left for a
portrait of the person who did the fieldwork, his professional and personal itinerary, his experiences and
attitudes, his relationship with the local people—let alone for all the adventures he lived when crossing the
wilderness and when struggling to stay alive. 

The travel autobiography sheds light on the long and tedious process of ethnographic fieldwork; it is both
personal and profound, varying between moments of actions and reflections and eventually leading to an
intimate encounter with an African culture. The many riveting stories told in the book are signposts of a
spiritual, psychological, philosophical, and physically exhausting expedition through arid savannah, flooded
plains, and compact walls of elephant grass to the spiritual home of a courageous people who have created in
the middle of wilderness a center of humanity. Though the narrative is essentially about the discovery of a
foreign culture, it also relates the exploration of the ethnographer’s own identity in an environment that
didn’t offer any possibility to escape. 

The book is about thirst, starvation, loneliness and lightening, sickness and death, joy and deliverance,
snakes and spirits, shadow, spittle and footprints, and eventually about the author’s quest for meaning,
beauty, and understanding of the world. The memoir tells a saga about forlornness, hope, and achievement,
and last but not least, growing friendships as the only reward for struggle and pain. The researcher’s
autobiography is captivating for the soul and the mind. It is funny, sad, informative, inspiring, and poetic.
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From reader reviews:

John Moore:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This WHY DID YOU COME IF
YOU LEAVE AGAIN? Volume 1: THE NARRATIVE OF AN ETHNOGRAPHER'S FOOTPRINTS
AMONG THE ANYUAK IN SOUTH SUDAN is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Kenneth Roberts:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind proficiency or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book
that need more time to be study. WHY DID YOU COME IF YOU LEAVE AGAIN? Volume 1: THE
NARRATIVE OF AN ETHNOGRAPHER'S FOOTPRINTS AMONG THE ANYUAK IN SOUTH SUDAN
can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Irma Hughes:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is WHY DID YOU COME IF YOU LEAVE AGAIN? Volume 1: THE
NARRATIVE OF AN ETHNOGRAPHER'S FOOTPRINTS AMONG THE ANYUAK IN SOUTH SUDAN
this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all
of you.

Hattie Booth:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictures on
there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this age,



many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this WHY DID YOU COME IF YOU LEAVE AGAIN? Volume 1: THE NARRATIVE OF AN
ETHNOGRAPHER'S FOOTPRINTS AMONG THE ANYUAK IN SOUTH SUDAN can make you feel
more interested to read.
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