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Beyond Human Rights is the second in an ongoing series of English translations of Alain de Benoist's works
to be published by Arktos. Alain de Benoist begins Beyond Human Rights with an examination of the
origins of the concept of 'human rights' in European Antiquity, in which rights were defined in terms of the
individual's relationship to his community, and were understood as being exclusive to that community alone.
This changed with the coming of Christianity to Europe, after which rights were redefined as a universal
concept derived from the idea of each individual as the possessor of a soul that is transcendent and
independent of any social identity. This culminated in the Enlightenment belief in 'natural rights', which
found its practical expression in the doctrines emerging from the American and French revolutions, in which
all individuals were said to possess rights simply by virtue of the fact of their being human. In turn, laws
issued by the State came to be viewed as negative impositions upon the naturally independent individual. De
Benoist deconstructs this idea and shows how the myth of a 'natural man' who possesses rights independent
of his community is indefensible, and how this conception of rights has, in modern times, led to their use as a
weapon by stronger nations to bludgeon those weaker states which do not conform to the Western liberal-
democratic form of rights, as we have recently seen in action in the former Yugoslavia, Iraq and Libya. As
such, he presents us with a crucial critique of one of the major issues of our time. Alain de Benoist is the
leading philosopher behind the European 'New Right' movement (a label which de Benoist himself rejects,
perceiving himself to not fit into the usual Left/Right dichotomy), a metapolitical school of thought which he
helped to found in France in 1968 with the establishment of GRECE (Research and Study Group for
European Civilisation). He continues to write and give lectures and interviews. He lives in Paris. The Arktos
edition of his book, The Problem of Democracy, was also published in 2011.
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From reader reviews:

Whitney Martinez:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Beyond Human Rights.

Charles Morris:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the
books in the top list in your reading list will be Beyond Human Rights. This book that is certainly qualified
as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.

Clyde King:

You can get this Beyond Human Rights by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are
various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In
the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Ruth Zimmer:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that filled
update of news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just searching for the Beyond Human Rights when you necessary it?
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