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In this book, Teodolinda Barolini explores the sources of Italian literary culture in the figures of itslyric
poets and its three crowns: Dante, Petrarch, and Boccaccio. Barolini views the origins of Italian literary
culture through four prisms: the ideol ogical/philosophical, the intertextual/multicultural, the
structural/formal, and the social. The essaysin the first section treat the ideology of love and desire from the
early lyric tradition to the Inferno and its antecedents in philosophy and theology. In the second, Barolini
focuses on Dante as heir to both the Christian visionary and the classical pagan traditions (with emphasis on
Vergil and Ovid). The essaysin the third part analyze the narrative character of Dante's Vita nuova,
Petrarch's lyric sequence, and Boccaccio's Decameron. Barolini also looks at the cultural implications of the
editorial history of Dante's rime and at what sparso versus organico spellsin the Italian imaginary. In the
section on gender, she argues that the didactic texts intended for women's use and instruction, as explored by
Guittone, Dante, and Boccaccio-but not by Petrarch-were more progressive than the courtly style for which
the Italian tradition is celebrated.Moving from the lyric origins of the Divine Comedy in Dante and the Lyric
Pastto Petrarch's regressive stance on gender in Notes toward a Gendered History of Italian Literature-and
encompassing, among others, Giacomo da Lentini, Guido Cavalcanti, and Guittone d'Arezzo-these sixteen
essays by one of our leading critics frame the literary culture of thirteenth-and fourteenth-century Italy in
fresh, illuminating ways that will prove useful and instructive to students and scholars alike.
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From reader reviews:
Andrew Hall:

The book Dante and the Origins of Italian Literary Culture gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Dante and the Origins of
Italian Literary Culture to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about afew or all subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like wide
open and read a publication Dante and the Origins of Italian Literary Culture. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

George Rodriguez:

This Dante and the Origins of Italian Literary Culture book isjust not ordinary book, you have after that it
theworld isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get datawhich is getting deeper a person read alot of information you will get.
This particular Dante and the Origins of Italian Literary Culture without we realize teach the one who
reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Dante and the Origins of Italian
Literary Culture can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves come to be full because
you can haveit in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Dante and the Origins of Italian Literary Culture
having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

John Cotton:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get alife style. Thisreading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy
read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Dante and the Origins of
Italian Literary Culture iskind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

David Saenz:

The book untitled Dante and the Origins of Italian Literary Culture contain alot of information onit. The
writer explains your ex ideawith easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so
do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author
brings you in the new period of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice examine.
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