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Of the tens of thousands of books exploring virtually every aspect of the Civil War, surprisingly little has
been said about what was in fact the determining factor in the outcome of the conflict: differences in Union
and Southern strategy.

In The Grand Design, Donald Stoker provides a comprehensive and often surprising account of strategy as it
evolved between Fort Sumter and Appomattox. Reminding us that strategy is different from tactics
(battlefield deployments) and operations (campaigns conducted in pursuit of a strategy), Stoker examines
how Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson Davis identified their political goals and worked with their generals to
craft the military means to achieve them--or how they often failed to do so. Stoker shows that Davis, despite
a West Point education and experience as Secretary of War, failed as a strategist by losing control of the
political side of the war. His invasion of Kentucky was a turning point that shifted the loyalties and vast
resources of the border states to the Union. Lincoln, in contrast, evolved a clear strategic vision, but he failed
for years to make his generals implement it. At the level of generalship, Stoker notes that Robert E. Lee
correctly determined the Union's center of gravity, but proved mistaken in his assessment of how to destroy
it. Stoker also presents evidence that the Union could have won the war in 1862, had it followed the grand
plan of the much-derided general, George B. McClellan.

Arguing that the North's advantages in population and industry did not ensure certain victory, Stoker
reasserts the centrality of the overarching military ideas--the strategy--on each side, showing how strategy
determined the war's outcome.
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From reader reviews:

David Patton:

Here thing why that The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that
similar with The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War. It gives you thrill examining journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. In
case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Grand Design:
Strategy and the U.S. Civil War in e-book can be your alternative.

Alexander Ratcliff:

Often the book The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War will bring one to the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study,
this book very appropriate to you. The book The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

David Simpson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S.
Civil War, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Brandon Justice:

You can obtain this The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.
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