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Born to a prominent Philadelphia family in 1779, Stephen Decatur at age twenty-five became the youngest
man ever to serve as a captain in the U.S. Navy. His intrepid heroism, leadership, and devotion to duty made
him a perfect symbol of the aspirations of the growing nation. Leading men to victory in Tripoli, the War of
1812, and the Algerian war of 1815, and coining the phrase "Our country, right or wrong," Decatur created
an enduring legend of bravery, celebrated in poetry, song, paintings, and the naming of dozens of towns --
from Georgia to Alabama to Illinois.

After the War of 1812, Decatur moved to Washington to help direct naval policy. His close friendships with
James Madison, John Quincy Adams, and other political leaders soon made him a rising star in national
politics. He and his wife Susan made their elegant home on Lafayette Square near the White House a center
of Washington society. The capital and the entire nation were shocked in 1820 when Decatur died at the age
of forty-one in a duel with a rival navy captain.

In this carefully researched and well-written biography, historian Robert Allison tells the story of Decatur's
eventful life at a time when the young republic was developing its own identity -- when the American people
were deciding what kind of nation they would become. Although he died prematurely, Decatur played a
significant role in the shaping of that national identity.
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From reader reviews:

Alma Driver:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Stephen Decatur: American Naval Hero, 1779-1820 book is readable by you who
hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving Stephen
Decatur: American Naval Hero, 1779-1820 content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you
continue to thinking Stephen Decatur: American Naval Hero, 1779-1820 is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Robert McKay:

The experience that you get from Stephen Decatur: American Naval Hero, 1779-1820 may be the more deep
you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to know but Stephen Decatur: American Naval Hero, 1779-1820 giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Stephen
Decatur: American Naval Hero, 1779-1820 instantly.

Donna Vandyne:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need
more time to be read. Stephen Decatur: American Naval Hero, 1779-1820 can be your answer because it can
be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Katie Duffy:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Stephen Decatur: American Naval
Hero, 1779-1820 can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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