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Although Aaron Henry (1922-1997) was one of the nation's major grassroots fighters in the freedom
movement on local, state, and national levels, his name has not yet been accorded its full recognition. This
book reveals why Aaron Henry should be acknowledged, in the ranks of Fannie Lou Hamer and Medgar
Evers, as a truly influential crusader.

Long before many of his contemporaries, he was a civil rights activist, but he preferred to stay out of the
limelight. A certified pharmacist and owner of Fourth Street Drug Store in Clarksdale, he considered himself
a down-home businessman who must not leave Mississippi. Although he was a key figure in bringing Head
Start, housing, employment, and health service to his state, his tact and his quiet diplomacy garnered him less
attention than more radical protesters received.

Born in the age of segregation in the Mississippi Delta, the son of a sharecropper, he became state president
of the NAACP in 1959. He was able, more than any previous leader, to unite Mississippi blacks, despite
diversities of age, ideology, and class, in confronting white supremacy. He spearheaded the formation of the
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party and the Council of Federated Organizations (COFO). Some activists
criticized him for urging protesters to take the middle ground between the NAACP's conservative position
and SNCC's militant activism. Facing recurring death threats, thirty-three jailings, and Klan bombings of his
home and drugstore, Henry remained stalwart and courageous. John Dittmer describes him as a
"conservative militant," willing not only to risk his life but also to compromise on issues of strategy even
when doing so led to alienation from outspoken activists.

Constance Curry has shaped this personal narrative of a brave and underacknowledged man who helped to
change his state forever. To his candid story, transcribed from interviews he gave two young historians in
1965, Curry adds new material from her own interviews with his family, friends, and political associates.
Henry's prophetic voice documents a momentous period in African American history that extends from the
Great Depression through the civil rights movement in the pivotal 1960s.
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From reader reviews:

Alberta Smith:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Aaron Henry: The Fire
Ever Burning (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) is kind of book which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

Andrew Drake:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled Aaron Henry: The Fire Ever Burning (Margaret
Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) can be good book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Juana Houck:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Aaron Henry: The Fire
Ever Burning (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as
the way for people to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Aaron
Henry: The Fire Ever Burning (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) become
your current starter.

Mathew Holstein:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer could be Aaron Henry: The Fire Ever Burning (Margaret Walker Alexander Series
in African American Studies) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content



will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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