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The work known as Pseudo-Kodinos, the fourteenth-century text which is one of two surviving ceremonial
books from the Byzantine empire, is presented here for the first time in English translation. With facing page
Greek text and the first in-depth analysis in the form of commentary and individual studies on the hierarchy,
the ceremonies, court attire, the Blachernai palace, lighting, music, gestures and postures, this volume makes
an important new contribution to the study of the Byzantine court, and to the history and culture of
Byzantium more broadly. The unique traits of this ceremony book include the combination of hierarchical
lists of court officials with protocols of ceremonies; a detailed description of the clothing used at court, in
particular, hats and staffs; an account of the functions of the court title holders, a description of the
ceremonies of the year which take place both inside the palace and outside; the service of the megas
domestikos in the army, protocols for the coronation of the emperor, the promotions of despot, sebastokrator
and caesar, of the patriarch; a description of the mourning attire of the emperor; protocol for the reception of
a foreign bride in Constantinople all these are analysed here. Developments in ceremonial since the tenth-
century Book of Ceremonies are discussed, as is the space in which ceremonial was performed, along with a
new interpretation of the ’other palace’, the Blachernai. The text reveals the anonymous authors’ interest in
the past, in the origins of practices and items of clothing, but it is argued that Pseudo-Kodinos presents
descriptions of actual practice at the Byzantine court, rather than prescriptions.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Moberly:

The actual book Pseudo-Kodinos and the Constantinopolitan Court: Offices and Ceremonies (Birmingham
Byzantine and Ottoman Studies) will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style
to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to
you. The book Pseudo-Kodinos and the Constantinopolitan Court: Offices and Ceremonies (Birmingham
Byzantine and Ottoman Studies) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through
the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Francis Rutland:

The book with title Pseudo-Kodinos and the Constantinopolitan Court: Offices and Ceremonies
(Birmingham Byzantine and Ottoman Studies) has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot
of benefit after read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Bruce Healy:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Pseudo-Kodinos and the Constantinopolitan Court: Offices and Ceremonies (Birmingham Byzantine and
Ottoman Studies) provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Lester Gibbons:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Pseudo-Kodinos and the Constantinopolitan
Court: Offices and Ceremonies (Birmingham Byzantine and Ottoman Studies) can be the response, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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