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From the first amateur leagues of the 1860s to the exploits of Livan and Orlando "El Duque" Hernandez,
here is the definitive history of baseball in Cuba. Roberto Gonzalez Echevarria expertly traces the arc of the
game, intertwining its heroes and their stories with the politics, music, dance, and literature of the Cuban
people. What emerges is more than a story of balls and strikes, but a richly detailed history of Cuba told from
the unique cultural perch of the baseball diamond.
Filling a void created by Cuba's rejection of bullfighting and Spanish hegemony, baseball quickly became a
crucial stitch in the complex social fabric of the island. By the early 1940s Cuba had become major conduit
in spreading the game throughout Latin America, and a proving ground for some of the greatest talent in all
of baseball, where white major leaguers and Negro League players from the U.S. all competed on the same
fields with the cream of Latin talent. Indeed, readers will be introduced to several black ballplayers of Afro-
Cuban descent who played in the Major Leagues before Jackie Robinson broke the color barrier once and for
all. Often dramatic, and always culturally resonant, Gonzalez Echevarria's narrative expertly lays open the
paradox of fierce Cuban independence from the U.S. with Cuba's love for our national pastime. It shows how
Fidel Castro cannily associated himself with the sport for patriotic p.r.--and reveals that his supposed
baseball talent is purely mythical. Based on extensive primary research and a wealth of interviews, the
colorful, often dramatic anecdotes and stories in this distinguished book comprise the most comprehensive
history of Cuban baseball yet published and ultimately adds a vital lost chapter to the history of baseball in
the U.S.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Ames:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual The Pride of Havana: A History of
Cuban Baseball is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Christopher Patton:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write
about the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The Pride of Havana:
A History of Cuban Baseball.

Frank Lantz:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on
the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Pride of Havana: A History of Cuban Baseball can
be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than
the others?

Clayton Bruce:

You can get this The Pride of Havana: A History of Cuban Baseball by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.
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