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The Catholic and Manichaean Ways of Life is, like the Contra academicos (386) and the works of St.
Augustine's later life against the Donatists and other heretics, the refutation of a redoubtable adversary whom
he is determined to overthrow for the protection of his fellow Christians. Even a rapid glance at its contents
is sufficient to show its character as a polemical work in which he contrasts one religious view of God, man
and the world with another. In the first book, we are provided with a treatise on Christian morality, written,
we must always bear in mind, by one received into the Church not two years before. It establishes that God is
the Supreme Good. It shows the meaning of unions with him in charity. It explains the four cardinal virtues
in terms of love, and particularly in terms of the love of God. Finally, it holds up for our admiration and
emulation the Christian virtues of the religious, clergy, and laity. The way of life of the Catholic Church thus
portrayed by Augustine embodies in his view a lofty ideal, but one that is livable by individuals in all states
of life and in various stages of progress in virtue. The second book describes and refutes the teaching of the
Manichaeans on the nature and origin of evil, their false ascetical practices, and their doctrines concerning
the three symbols of the mouth, the hands, and the breast. In conclusion, Augustine denounces, on the basis
of personal knowledge of first-hand reports, the scandalous conduct of the members of the Manichaean elect.
Throughout this book, he is concerned, nor merely to expose the errors and excesses of the sect, including
the shameful behavior and hypocrisy of certain of its leaders, but the absurdities and even depravity to which
men are led by a way of life that is essentially unlivable. Whatever may be claimed for the austerities of the
more sincere and ascetic members of the Manichaean sect, a religion that corrodes human nature and
castigates its natural functioning as evil, cannot be good. Such is St. Augustine's ultimate judgment upon
Manichaeanism, and he expresses it with eloquence and invective.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Martinez:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Catholic and Manichaean Ways of Life
(Fathers of the Church Patristic Series). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that
we know about how is important any book The Catholic and Manichaean Ways of Life (Fathers of the
Church Patristic Series). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Annis Blank:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer
that question mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific The
Catholic and Manichaean Ways of Life (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) to read.

Richard Russell:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Catholic and
Manichaean Ways of Life (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) which is obtaining the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's view.

Christopher Bohner:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By the book The Catholic and Manichaean Ways of Life (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) we can have
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this
book The Catholic and Manichaean Ways of Life (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series). You can more
appealing than now.
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