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Our foremost theorist of myth, fairytales, and folktales explores the magical realm of the imagination where
carpets fly, objects speak, dreams reveal hidden truths, and genies grant prophetic wishes. "Stranger Magic"
examines the wondrous tales of the "Arabian Nights, " their profound impact on the West, and the
progressive exoticization of magic since the eighteenth century, when the first European translations
appeared.

The "Nights" seized European readers' imaginations during the siecle des Lumieres, inspiring imitations,
spoofs, turqueries, extravaganzas, pantomimes, and mauresque tastes in dress and furniture. Writers from
Voltaire to Goethe to Borges, filmmakers from Raoul Walsh on, and countless authors of children's books
have adapted its stories. What gives these tales their enduring power to bring pleasure to readers and
audiences? Their appeal, Marina Warner suggests, lies in how the stories' magic stimulates the creative
activity of the imagination. Their popularity during the Enlightenment was no accident: dreams, projections,
and fantasies are essential to making the leap beyond the frontiers of accepted knowledge into new scientific
and literary spheres. The magical tradition, so long disavowed by Western rationality, underlies modernity's
most characteristic developments, including the charmed states of brand-name luxury goods, paper money,
and psychoanalytic dream interpretation.

In Warner's hands, the "Nights" reveal the underappreciated cultural exchanges between East and West,
Islam and Christianity, and cast light on the magical underpinnings of contemporary experience, where
mythical principles, as distinct from religious belief, enjoy growing acceptance. These tales meet the need
for enchantment, in the safe guise of oriental costume.
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From reader reviews:

John Lyons:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Stranger Magic:
Charmed States and the Arabian Nights? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Vincenza Nagel:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Stranger Magic: Charmed States and the Arabian
Nights will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is
not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book
with you?

Mae Mosley:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Stranger Magic: Charmed States and the Arabian Nights book is readable by simply you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Stranger Magic:
Charmed States and the Arabian Nights content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
Stranger Magic: Charmed States and the Arabian Nights is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Lyle Morales:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled Stranger Magic: Charmed States and the Arabian Nights can be
excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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