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A critical reader of the history of marriage understands that it is an institution that has always been in flux. It
is also a decidedly complicated one, existing simultaneously in the realms of religion, law, and emotion. And
yet recent years have seen dramatic and heavily waged battles over the proposition of including same sex
couples in marriage. Just what is at stake in these battles?
 
License to Wed examines the meanings of marriage for couples in the two first states to extend that right to
same sex couples: California and Massachusetts. The two states provide a compelling contrast: while in
California the rights that go with marriage—inheritance, custody, and so forth—were already granted to
couples under the state’s domestic partnership law, those in Massachusetts did not have this same set of
rights. At the same time, Massachusetts has offered civil marriage consistently since 2004; Californians, on
the other hand, have experienced a much more turbulent legal path. And yet, same-sex couples in both states
seek to marry for a variety of interacting, overlapping, and evolving reasons that do not vary significantly by
location.
 
The evidence shows us that for many of these individuals, access to civil marriage in particular—not
domestic partnership alone, no matter how broad—and not a commitment ceremony alone, no matter how
emotional—is a home of such personal, civic, political, and instrumental resonance that it is ultimately
difficult to disentangle the many meanings of marriage. This book attempts to do so, and in the process
reveals just what is at stake for these couples, how access to a legal institution fundamentally alters their
consciousness, and what the impact of legal inclusion is for those traditionally excluded.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Thayer:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to
Same-Sex Couples is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Rebecca Clark:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their expertise
in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this License to Wed:
What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couples.

Wanda Mason:

The book untitled License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couples contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
published by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read
this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice study.

Billy Doyle:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the
top collection in your reading list is usually License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex
Couples. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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