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In 1930, the American historian and philosopher Will Durant wrote that Britain s conscious and deliberate
bleeding of India... [was the] greatest crime in all history . He was not the only one to denounce the rapacity
and cruelty of British rule, and his assessment was not exaggerated. Almost thirty-five million Indians died
because of acts of commission and omission by the British in famines, epidemics, communal riots and
wholesale slaughter like the reprisal killings after the 1857 War of Independence and the Amritsar massacre
of 1919. Besides the deaths of Indians, British rule impoverished India in a manner that beggars belief. When
the East India Company took control of the country, in the chaos that ensued after the collapse of the Mughal
empire, India s share of world GDP was 23 per cent. When the British left it was just above 3 per cent. The
British empire in India began with the East India Company, incorporated in 1600, by royal charter of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth I, to trade in silk, spices and other profitable Indian commodities. Within a century
and a half, the Company had become a power to reckon with in India. In 1757, under the command of Robert
Clive, Company forces defeated the ruling Nawab Siraj-ud-Daula of Bengal at Plassey, through a
combination of superior artillery and even more superior chicanery. A few years later, the young and
weakened Mughal emperor, Shah Alam II, was browbeaten into issuing an edict that replaced his own
revenue officials with the Company s representatives. Over the next several decades, the East India
Company, backed by the British government, extended its control over most of India, ruling with a
combination of extortion, double-dealing, and outright corruption backed by violence and superior force.
This state of affairs continued until 1857, when large numbers of the Company s Indian soldiers spearheaded
the first major rebellion against colonial rule. After the rebels were defeated, the British Crown took over
power and ruled the country ostensibly more benignly until 1947, when India won independence. In this
explosive book, bestselling author Shashi Tharoor reveals with acuity, impeccable research, and trademark
wit, just how disastrous British rule was for India. Besides examining the many ways in which the colonizers
exploited India, ranging from the drain of national resources to Britain, the destruction of the Indian textile,
steel-making and shipping industries, and the negative transformation of agriculture, he demolishes the
arguments of Western and Indian apologists for Empire on the supposed benefits of British rule, including
democracy and political freedom, the rule of law, and the railways. The few unarguable benefits the English
language, tea, and cricket were never actually intended for the benefit of the colonized but introduced to
serve the interests of the colonizers. Brilliantly narrated and passionately argued, An Era of Darkness will
serve to correct many misconceptions about one of the most contested periods of Indian history.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Garcia:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled An Era of Darkness: The
British Empire in India? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Donald Murphy:

The e-book with title An Era of Darkness: The British Empire in India has lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Sandra Maes:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a e-book. The book An Era of Darkness: The British Empire in India it is extremely good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high
quality.

Dollie Simmons:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve An Era of Darkness: The British Empire in India was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from
a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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